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 Howard Clifton Enoch, Jr., was a pilot in the 368th 
whose plane went down near Leipzig March 19, 1945. “Cliff” 
was considered MIA.  In April 2008 his son was contacted 
with the news that the father he never knew was coming home.   

 His P-51D ýghter plane under attack by the Luftwaffe, 
20-year-old Howard Clifton Enoch, Jr., þying a mission 
over Halle, Germany, ultimately plunged to the ground in 
Germany, never to be heard from again.  That was March 19, 
1945, and the crash site would then become part of East Ger-
many, behind the Iron Curtain, making it all but impossible 
for the U.S. government to recover remains of fallen soldiers.
 But reuniýcation of Germany more than a decade ago 
helped the United States strike an agreement with the govern-
ment to let the U.S. military search the former East Germany 
area for remains.  That enabled the military to locate and 
ultimately identify Enochôs remains and wreckage.
 Now, Enochôs son is planning the burial of a father he 
never knew.  In a face-to-face meeting in April, two U.S. De-
partment of Defense ofýcials told him of the positive identiý-
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