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A Veteran’s Relative Finds 359™
Pe: D Grandson seeks out Group

Pete Ferrari, grandson to Private James Fetchik (airplane
mechanic, 370%), found the 359" while seeking information on his
grandfather’s war experience. James passed away in 1992 and Pete

New Member was unable to glean much from relatives. But wnh determination he
located Dortha Doersch, then Char Bal- s 7
Pete Ferrari dridge, our noble Historian, and the 359"
757 Lechner Lane web site. He also has accessed Peter

Pittsburgh, PA yeo 46T 2 . " .
152273;309 Randall’s “Little Friends” web site. A

Ciandlson oF photo of James Fetchik is here, right. The |

Pvt James Fetchik, two group photos are also from Fetchik’s ¢

370" files. No names are on the photos and it |

is hoped some of you might recognize the

group shots. The upper photo has a scene
of Regensburg painted on the wall. The

lower photo is obviously a dance party,
Address Changes location unknown. #

Joseph Marston
943 Periwinkle Circle
Barefoot Bay, FL
32976-7678

Gregory Watson
5024 Tensas Drive
Bossier City, LA
7111-2538

Tim Gagnon
11834 Colerain Ave.
Cincinnati, OH
45252-1006

Mrs. Marge Carpenter
¢/o Nazareth Home,
#112
2000 Newburg Road
Louisville, KY
40205-1803




Next Mini-Reunion:
July 10-12, 2009

Located near Dayton, Ohio, the National Museum of the US. Air Force
welcomes 1.2 million visitors each year. This is the world’s largest and
oldest military aviation museum and the official museum of the U. S. Air
Force and is situated on Wright-Patterson Air Force Base. Our “man on

the ground” (Curtis Jennings) is scouting out logistics for us and gather-
ing data. Stay tuned to the Outer Circle for details!

Time is a-marchin’ on!
Renew your subscription.
The Quter Circle reminds readers of its

dependence upon subscription fees to meet
the goal of four issues per year.

Annual fee - $15
(association widows exempt)

% h\ Treasurer Charlie Levitt
%,’ 8-

\ )Jq (contact info on pg 2) sends

2> out reminders for

subscription renewal

at year’s end.

Please keep subscription fees

current. Thank you!

Prayers

For Charlie Levitt who suffered a heart
attack in October. Doing alright.

For Dorothy Turcotte who is “sporting”
a new pacemaker.

For Chuck Staley who is facing a
carotid artery procedure.

For Martha Staley who has had health
issues, but is doing better. Word is she
spends her time worrying about Chuck
(!) and is able to get out a bit and play
some bridge.




Lighten the Load

“Yea, though I fly through the Valley of Death ...
shall fear no evil. ForI am at 80,000 feet and climb-
ing!” (Sign over entrance to SR-71 hangar, Kadena
AFB, Japan)

“Never fly the ‘A’ model of anything.” (Ed Thomp-
son)

“You’ve never been lost, until you’ve been lost at
Mach 3.” (Paul E. Crickmore, test pilot)

“Age and treachery will always overcome youth and
skill.” (George Doersch, 370", quoting proverb)

“The only time you have too much fuel is when
you’re on fire.” (Sir Charles Kingsford Smith,
Australian aviator known for first trans-Pacific flight
from U.S. to Australia, 1928)

“A pilot who doesn’t have any fear probably isn’t
flying his plane to its maximum.” (Jon McBride,
astronaut)

“There is no reason to fly through a thunderstorm in
peacetime.” (Sign over squadron operations desk at
Davis-Monthan AFB, AZ, 1970)

“Keep thy airspeed up, less the earth come from be-
low and smite thee.” (William Kershner, pilot, flight
instructor, author)

“The Piper Cub is the safest airplane in the world; it
can just barely kill you.” (Attributed to Max Stanley,
Northrop test pilot)

“When a prang (crash) seems inevitable, endeavor
to strike the softest, cheapest object in the vicinity
as slowly and gently as possible.” (Advice given to
RATF pilots during WWII)

Basic Flying Rules: “try to stay in the middle of
the air. Do not go near the edges. The edges of the
air can be recognized by the appearance of ground,
buildings, sea, trees, and interstellar space. It is
much more difficult to fly there.”

359" Fighter Group Association

The Outer Circle

Gigi Doersch Paddock
7567 Vincent Drive
Toano, Virginia 23168
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