
with the Shenandoah Valley through new tunnels in the Blue 
Ridge Mountains, thus facilitating a major expansion in the 
shipment of goods and raw materials through Charlottesville. 
 
• During the Civil War Colonel Sheridan and Major General 
Custer occupied Charlottesville on the way to Richmond in 
March, 1865.  They remained for only three days, and aside 
from damage inÿicted on the Woolen Mills (which pro-
duced Confederate uniforms), and the destruction of several 
bridges, they left the town unscathed.  

• Thomas Jefferson believed in his soul that drinking wine 
was an inalienable right.  His efforts to cultivate a mild local 
table wine were continually frustrated and his vineyards 
destroyed during the Revolutionary War.  Although North 
Carolina and Virginia wines have origins in the earliest 
settlements, it is only recently that modern viticulture and 
viniþcation has transformed the landscape with numerous 
wineries and world class wines. 

• Scotsman “Scotch John” Michie purchased 1,152 acres of 
land from Patrick Henry’s father, and in 1784, Michie’s son, 
William, built a tavern on a well-traveled stagecoach route 
17 miles northwest of Charlottesville.  A businesswoman, Jo-
sephine Henderson, saw its value as an historic structure and 
in 1927 had it moved to its present location near Monticello 
and reconstructed.  The operating tavern, serving 18th century 
recipes, is a Virginia Historic Landmark.  

“And our own dear Monticello, where has nature spread so 
rich a mantle under the eye? ...mountains, forests, rocks, 

rivers.  With what majesty do we there ride above the storms!  
...the workhouse of nature, clouds, snow, rain, thunder, all at 
our feet!  And the glorious Sun...gilding the tops of the moun-

tains, and giving life to all nature!”
-Thomas Jefferson, 1786
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• The earliest known settlement in the “C-ville” area was an 
Indian village (Monasukapanough) located north of the center 
of town on a hillside overlooking the Rivanna River. 

• In 1735 Abraham Lewis secured 800 acres in an area that 
currently includes the University of Virginia grounds, and 
Nicholas Meriwether secured 1,020 acres in the eastern por-
tion of contemporary Charlottesville.  In 1762 Charlottesville 
(named after the wife of King George III) was founded.  
Charlottesville’s separation from a navigable river complicat-
ed communication and trade, limiting its development before 
the arrival of railroads in the mid-nineteenth century. 

• The University of Virginia was founded in 1819.  As the 
institution’s founder and principal visionary, Thomas Jef-
ferson selected the site atop a hill one mile from the center 
of town.  The placement of the university away from the city 
established the “Academical Village” as distinct from the 
activities of town life.  

• Jefferson owned over 5,000 acres in Bedford County, 
Virginia (at Poplar Forest), and he also owned 5,000 acres in 
Albemarle County, Virginia.  Monticello (Italian for òlittle 
mountain”) was his pride and joy.  He began work on it at age 
25 and put the þnishing touches on when he was 80.  

Å In 1850 the Louisa Railroad Company, (later the Virginia 
Central and later yet the Chesapeake and Ohio) was the þrst 
to arrive in Charlottesville.  In 1858 the railroad connected 




