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Never Give Up the Fight
Vet receives injury pay 55 years late 

Knight Ridder Newspapers/Alison Young

WASH²ING²TON — Fighter pilot Frank Fong (369th), who 
lost sight in one eye (resulting from a P-47 plane crash) dur-
ing World War II, has þnally won his war against the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs (VA).
	 More than half a century after he sought compensation 
for his injury, the VA said Tuesday that it was sending Fong, 
86, a check for about $67,000 in payments it should have 
started making in 1950.
	 “Veterans have to be persistent.  If you let them jack 
you around you’ll get nothing,” said Fong, a retired commer-
cial artist who lives in Weston, Fla.
	 Fong, who overcame discrimination as a Chinese-
American to serve as a pilot, won some of the Army Air 
Corpsõ highest honors for bravery and skill:  two Distin-
guished Flying Crosses and eight Air Medals.  His case was 
featured in March in a Knight Ridder investigation of how 
the VA wrongly denies and shortchanges veterans’ claims for 
disability compensation.
	 A Board of Veterans’ Appeals judge who heard Fong’s case earlier this summer 
issued an order last week telling the VA that Fong is entitled to disability payments for 
the blindness in his left eye for the period July 1950 to August 1997.  Fong þled a claim 
in 1950, but the VA denied it.  It took until 1998 for the VA to concede that a plane crash 
had scarred Fong’s eye and caused his blindness.  The VA began compensating him then, 
but made the payments retroactive only to 1997.  Until now, the VA has refused Fong’s 
appeals to be paid for the 47 years before that.  Numerous military ÿight-surgeon records 
document that Fong was badly injured when his P-47 Thunderbolt crashed in the spring 
of 1944.  The VA denied Fong’s 1950 disability claim after a VA doctor didn’t di²ag²nose 
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	 It was great to see Randy Jennings’ photo of 
the Colling’s Foundation B-24 “All American” in 
the (July ‘05) Outer Circle.
	 I’m intimately acquainted with that aircraft, 
having spent about two years nights and weekends 
working on it as a member of the restoration team.
	 If I recall the history of this particular air-
craft, it was a Paciþc Theater aircraft which was 
given (with others) to the Indian Air Force at the 
end of the war.  They ran them as coastal/sub patrol 
aircraft for years.  They were then retired to storage 
for some years.  Eventually they were sold off and 
this aircraft was acquired by the Skyfame Collec-
tion in Britain.
	 The Skyfame Collection ran out of money 
and never got around to restoring this aircraft.  It 
laid on its belly in a þeld there for some years and 
when the whole collection was eventually disposed 
of, Bob Collings acquired it.  It was shipped in 
pieces to his facility in Stow, Massachusetts and the 
task of bringing it back began in Bob’s huge hanger 
there.

Follow Up 	 P&W rebuilt the engines.  The grunts like me 
stripped the white paint from the entire aircraft and 
cleaned out the interior (there were plants growing in 
the bomb bay!), rebuilt the turrets, rebuilt the cock-
pit, replaced fabric and 
aluminum skin as needed.  
The aircraft was eventu-
ally shipped in pieces 
to Florida where it was 
re-wired, hydraulics 
replaced, it was reas-
sembled and rigged, and 
engines remounted.  The 
þrst test ÿights took place 
in Florida and then it 
went on the airshow 
circuit along with Bob’s B-17 the “909”.  I think that 
aircraft was previously a 
water bomber!
	 It was a pleasure to work with about 40 others 
in Massachusetts on this project.  I had known Bob for 
some years, but working on the B-24 gave me greater 
appreciation for his commitment to saving these great 
old aircraft.  

From Lon Beaupre

Lon Beaupre
25 Authors Road • Concord, MA  01742-2606




