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A Vision of Christmas Past

In 2002, Char Baldridge received a message from passion, youth, and ingenuity came together for a rol-
a Ms. Elizabeth Ann of Wretham House, West licking Yuletide Party.
Wretham, Thetford, Norfolk, England. It had been for-
warded from 359" life member John Pidd (resident From the History of 359" F.G., Dec., 1944: “On the 22
of Wretham). a bunch of British orphans, 200 strong, came to a party
Ms. Elizabeth Ann had requested in- with “fathers-for-a-day.” They had a sen-

formation about a Christmas event that
happened in 1944. She wrote, “A televi-
sion company is making a film about the
Barnardo Boys orphan facility and they
seem to think that on Christmas Day,
1944, a group were given lunch by the
American airmen based at Wretham. |
believe it must have been at Wretham
Hall. 1 understand that you are Histo-

sational time eating, jeep-riding, eating,
cinematizing, eating. When they left,
their childish opinion of the entire affair
was that they had a ‘smashing’ time and
that the “Yanks’ had many nice things
to eat!”

From the Informal Report of the Morale of
359" F.G.

rian of the Air Force Group who were (Chaplain’s
stationed here.” report): “...

Upon receiving this note, Char [ the child- [ g
referred to the hundreds of pages of L . ren’s party InSIde'
histories transcribed for the 359", 7 took place
from original histories written in f sud for two hun- Intro to the 359t
1943-1945. These accounts include r """‘.‘H dred children
the 359" Group Historian, Group ey from the Bar- Scholarship Fund
Chaplain, Special Services, and nardo Home
Squadron Historians of that time. The in Thetford .
event did indeed take place on Dec. 22, 1944. Orphans and from near- Unicorn Tales
of the local Barnardo Home were invited to the sta- by towns. When the
tion for an all-day party, “Fathers-for-a-Day.” Excerpts day ended the men Rare Aviation

from these different sources paint a picture of an un-
forgettable time in a terribly cold winter, when com- (conti nued on pg. 4)
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Message from the President

Big Plans

From Tom Mettel

Greetings to all and Happy New Year!

My wife, Sandy, and | have been busy since the D.C. Reunion; we have
news on a couple of fronts.

First, I can tell you that the Reunion will be held September 15-18, 2005.
It doesn’t look like we are going to lock in a hotel until after this issue goes to
press. We are weighing the balance between having the Reunion in down-
town Chicago versus having it in the Chicago suburbs. The Hilton Suites in
Oak Brook Terrace is our current choice — everybody would get a beautiful
suite, full breakfast, free parking, discounted rates to/from the airport and
many other perks. | am still waiting to hear the details from another Chicago
hotel which has a great location and plenty of history, but it would have to be
a heck of a good deal to switch from Oak Brook.

Second, | would like to formally announce that we are expecting our first
child. The doctor said the due date is July 4, 2005. We couldn’t be happier,
and | couldn’t think of a better date! Sandy is doing very well, and she is
continuing her running schedule for as long as she can. We have become
extremely focused on things that need to be done and | can tell you this, | will
be surprised if we don’t have the complete 2005 Reunion schedule locked in
by the April Outer Circle.

I would like to say that our thoughts and prayers go out to the Chuck
Staley family. Dorothy Turcotte has been forwarding email updates of
Chuck’s condition and his recent hospitalization has been a real struggle for
him and his family. Keep fighting Chuck! (See Prayer Requests, pg. 4.)

Meanwhile, we will try to make this year’s Reunion an enjoyable and
memorable event. ~Tom

September 15-18

Chicago




The 359" Fighter Group

... In a Nutshell

From Char Baldridge & Gigi Paddock

This issue of the Outer Circle was mailed not only to its
regular readers, but also to family members whose names were
submitted on the fall Family Survey. Some readers may not be
familiar with the air war over Europe during W.W. I, hence,

this essay.

WHY WE WERE

When the Eighth Air Force
began its assault on Germany the art
of modern air combat was still in a
state of flux. Thanks to the Luftwaffe’s
fighters it soon became evident that
unescorted Allied bombers would
sustain an unacceptable percentage of
losses. The answer was, first, the P-
47 Thunderbolt, sturdy, and able to
sustain heavy damage; then, the P-51
Mustang, faster, more nimble, and
able to fly for extended periods
without failing. These aircraft gave
the Allies the ability to penetrate deep
into German territory, escorting
bombers, taking on air combat, and
destroying ground targets such as
factories, fuel depots, trains, and
supply lines.

WHo WE WERE

The 359" F.G. was composed of
nearly 2,000 Americans who, in
civilian life, came from all walks of
life, but who, in war, were forged into
a springboard for fighter planes that
played such a vital role in the air
action over Europe in W.W. I1.

The 359", an American Fighter
Group, along with its ground support
team, formed a fighter station of the
Eighth Air Force. The Group was
based at East Wretham (Army Station
133), formerly a country estate in
Norfolk County — one of about 130
bases in England. The Latin phrase
on the insignia, Cum Leone (with
lions), was adopted as the 359" was
working closely with the R.A.F. (Royal
Air Force).

The combat element was
composed of three fighter squadrons;
the 368", 369", and 370'"; and a

headquarters section of staff and com-
mand. The ground-support team con-
sisted of the 448" Air Service Group; the
824™ Air Engineering Squadron; the 648"
Air Material Squadron; and the Third
Gunnery and Tow-Target Flight.

WHAT WE DiD

The period of Group documenta-
tion spans 1943-1945; from activation at
Westover Field, Massachusetts, to
training at Grenier Field, New Hamp-
shire, sailing cross the Atlantic to
Liverpool, England, and finally settling in
at the base in East Wretham, England.

First flying the P-47 Thunderbolt
and then the P-51 Mustang, the 359" F.G.
was sent on 346 missions from December
13, 1943, until April 20, 1945. Our “day
job”” was to escort and support the Flying
Fortresses and Liberators as they dropped
their deluge of bombs on the enemy, thus
crippling Germany’s power to wage war.
More than two-thirds of the time was
spent furnishing close escort to bombers
or providing protective support in
sweeps along the bombers’ track and
over the targets. In shepherding the
bombers our pilots prowled over every
major target area of Germany. We hunted
out the Luftwaffe from the Baltic Sea to the
Swiss Alps and from the North Sea
eastward to Stettin on the Oder River.
When hostilities in the E.T.O. (European
Theater of Operations) ended on May 8,
1945, the 359™ fighters had been officially
credited with destroying 373 Nazi aircraft
in aerial combat and strafing attacks;
probable destruction of 23; and damage
to 185. In the process, 20 of our pilots
became “Fighter Aces.” ¥

Sources: Mustangs & Unicorns, Jack H. Smith,
1997; 359th Fighter Group 1943-1945/ reprint.
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PRrAYER
REQUESTS

 for Ryan Har non,
grandson of H oyd Mers
- RianisaRtty Oficer in
theaviationd visi on
aboard t he John F.
Kennedy.

o for “Hap’ Harris

- cotronting famly

illness and hurricane
danage.

o for LeonLevitt
- adj ustingto anew
pacenaker .

o for Tom& Sandy Mett el
- expectingthe r first
chldinduy, 2006

e for Chuck S al ey
- heart attack/ pneunoni a
at Tharksgi ving. Heart-
val ve surgery i n mad-
January. Nbotes can be
sent tohi s daughter:
cdolisaHliat
4550 Gxriage HI I Ln.
Gol unbus, CH 43220

(Qristnas Past, cont. fromfirst page)
were worn out, but unanimously de-
cided they had had more fun than
the children.”

From the Report of Christmas
Activities, this station, for the year 1944:
“On Friday, 22 December, 200
children, orphans from the Barnardo
School in Thetford, and school
children from surrounding village,
were our guests for the day at
Christmas parties held by the various
units. The day was complete with
dayroom parties, where presents and
candy were given to the kiddies; a
matinee at the Theatre with a show-
ing of about seven cartoons featur-
ing, Supermouse, Popeye, and
Donald Duck: a Christmas dinner at
the Aero Club with cake, doughnuts,
lots of ice cream, and complete even
to Father Christmas. It is hard to
judge who enjoyed the day most —
the children or the ‘Men of Wretham.’
Albeit, it was a most joyous day for
the children, one they shall remem-
ber and be grateful for for a long
time; and perchance many of us shall
long recall the happy smiles of the
children and the warm feeling
around our hearts, which we experi-
enced that day, and which for a better
name we lightly term the ‘Spirit of
Christmas.’

From the Special Service Monthly
History Report/31 Dec., 1944: “The big
events of December revolved around
Christmas and New Year’s. Station-
133 really went all out for the
holidays...followed by the annual
party for British orphans, made
possible by the joyful co-operation of
all the men on the Station who made
presents for the kiddies, took them in
to a dinner and played ‘Pop’ to them
all day. Special Service was really in
there pitching, what with Christmas
Trees, decorations (made by the
ingenuity of the men), getting candy
by contributions of PX rations and
wrapping them in Christmas paper.
Also, a special movie with five
shorts; two Popeyes, two Disneys,
and a Screen Snapshots. Finally, the
climax (and a ‘smashing’ one it was)
an ice cream-cake-and-coffee party

given to the children by the ARC
and Special Service, with Father
Christmas making his appearance
just before the party ended. The
teachers were profuse in their
thanks, and all the men were
enthusiastic about the way the
entire party had been managed.”

From 370" Fighter Squadron
Office of the Historical Officer AAF
Station F-133: “Men of the entire
Squadron gave liberally of their
ration candy and added much of
what had come to them in Christ-
mas boxes from home to the
children who were our holiday
guests on December 22", ...and...
“English children were the Christ-
mas guests of Base and Squadron.
They visited the Operations Shack
and Parachute Shop, had dinner in
the Mess Hall, were given gifts and
candy in the Line Day Room, and
attended a performance at the
Station Theater. Squadron Com-
mittee: S/Sgts. William B. Kirk,
John E. Roberts, Mont. L. Wood-
ward, Cpl. Robert E. Erickson, and
Leo R. Shonitsky. As holiday
guests, these children proved
pretty close to ideal.”

Ms. Elizabeth Ann wrote her
thanks for the information: “Dear
Charlotte... Very many thanks. |
will pass it on to the television
company. So many young people
are now getting interested in the
1939-1945 War. Afraid the world
seems to be in the worst mess ever.
We keep our fingers crossed that
one day there will be peace in the
war-torn countries.” #

Christmas Greetings =




Ted Danck, our Hstory
Team s resear ch/ dat a base expert,
reports that he has conpl eted t he
intid inputingo detaintothe
Mssed Hight List (ML) for all three
squadr ons t hr ough Decenber 1944.
H s data base | i st nowcont ai ns about
13,000 entri es and has t aken hi m3
nonths to conpile. Hetells nethat
on a good day he can i nput 4-6
nmissi ons. These entries were
ol eaned fromthe records that we al |
copiedat the National Archivesll
vhileinDC for the359"E G
Reunion. Inaddition, he's cross-
referencedthis|list wthhis nany
ot her sources. Mny newand
excitingdetail s arebe ng recovered.
Ted i s doi ng a phenonenal | ob.

S nce Ted s conpl eted the
input of intia data John (Bal dri dge)
and | needtoget backtothe A-

Historian Activities Update
From Char Baldridge

chi ves pront ot o copy the next 1000
+ - missi onrecords for January-
April 1945,

Avery bi g Thank Youto Mart ha
Saeyfor acontributionaof $287.00
tothe Hstory Fund fromt he sal e of
T-shirts. It wll cartanyhdppayfar
this next batch of copy work and
associ at ed cost s.

Meanwhi | e, | began a 16mm
filmprgect toreview sort, and
catd ogseverd red saof origna
novi e fil mof the 359"F. G sent to
ne by T.P. Smth's son, TomSmth.
Thegoal istohavethisfil mprofes-
siod lyrestored, ddtized ad
recorded on DD by S eve Rhode
of RreAviation(seepg. 10for
nor e i nfornation).

A Fiery Crash,

Vést over, Miss.

and a Mystery Solved, Almost

Ock'sentryfor My 17, 1943
him” Aso, fromOck s 201 Personnel Hle a Secial Gders Nunber 100 dat ed 11 April 1943:
fol l owng naned of fi cers, 359" F. G arerelieved fromCs..andw | proceed by rail i nmediately from

Tony Chardel | arequested i nfornationregarding atragic event inspring
1943 during training at Genier Held Mnchester, NH when two P-47s crash | anded
onthe rumvay, oneontopof theother. Thepilot inthelower planewas unableto
exit the plane and died. Tony sought the pil ot’ s nane and what st at e he was from

Fomny records | foundanentry inAlen (Ock) Bal dridge s diary fromhi s OlUtrai ni ng days at
“WI son was ki | | ed t oday when Jani son | anded on t op of

A spar e bedr oomwas t ur ned
intoaprojectionroom using ny
ol d portabl e 16mmKodak Proj ec-
tor andascreen. Supplies, suchas
enpty reel's, splicingtape, anda
splicer, cane fromeBay, the online
auct i on conpany.

|” ve spent nany i nteresting
hours sortingand cata ogingthi s
uni que film The process yi el ded 4
good reel s of conbat filmthat are
nowi tenized, and vere sent to
Seve Rhode. |Inaddition, seven
cani sters of conat fil mfromny
3BI"H I mAchiveswll beddiv-
ered to hi mby Ti mGagnon thi s
nont h. Vérk continues on the fun
fil m(scenes around t he base,
WethamHal |, recreation, a/lcin
fligt, etc.). THsshoddresutin5
or 6nore 7' reel s of fil mfootage of
the 359" F.G Detailsconng ¥

“ The

Wstover Hd, Miss., toGenier Hd, NH Two of the nanes onthat |ist were 2nd Lt. Russell C WI son,
AC 0-674431and 2nd Lt. Glbert L. Jamison, AG 0-675704. Both nanes appear ed agai n on a 359" F. G
Foster of Alots dated My 3, 1943, wherethey werelistedaspilotswththe368"FS | didn't findeither
of these nanes after that dateinDck’s 201 fil e papers. V& canreasonabl y assunethisis the event Tony
reneners, but fromwhat | have the hone states of these pilots can't be determned. |f you have your
201 Personnel Hleyounight helpusfindthisinfornation. Heaselet us know ~Char Bal dridge
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The 359" Scholarship Fund

The G oup nenber shi p shoul d
be avar e of the begi nni ng of our
associ ati on' s Shal arshi p Fund, and
t he ongoi ng work i nvol ved i n
nakingswreit getstoitsrecipents;
however, incaseone’ s nenory i s as
poor as nine, thisisabrief exp ana
tionaof its beg nningand progress.
Keepinmndthefo lowngwll bein
general ities as one mght expect our
nenori es mght be abit fussy.

During early reuni ons, act ual
startingdate has slippedint o obscu
rity, the nenbershipagreedthat a
Menori al Fund shoul d be started
andusedas aschd arship(“...to
perpetuatethe history of the 359"
FHgnter Goupstationedat East
Wethamduring WW I1.7). This
was our vay of sayi ng t hanks by
avar di ng deserving students inthe
Thetford, Bngland, schod district a
snal | annual bursary.

Quer aperiodof severa years,

t hr ough nenfoer contri buti ons and
auctions of donateditens, the Fund
grewto an anount sufficient to
begi n an annual award. The Fund
was pl aced i n Larry Bouchard' s
care. Larryinvestedthe Fund and
didagreat job nanagi ngt he
Goup' s investnent, sending a
check annual lytoDr. Tayl or, Chi ef
Qficer, of the Norfd k Qunty
Schodl s, of whichthe Thetford
Shod s are part.

Dringthelate 1980 sand early
‘90’ s, sone nenbers questi oned
the adnini stration of the schal arship
programas we G oup nenber s
vere rapi d'y reachi ng our gol den

From Howard Higgins

years and nay not be ableto
admnister it inthefuture. Vévere
not, a thistine, anarethat our
childrenwouldbeinterestedin
takinganactivero einour Associ a
tion. Howwong we were —wth
the presert Presi dent, past Rresi-
dent, and our Treasurer, al second
gener at i on nenter s.

During our 1993 reuni on
cel ebrating t he 50-year anni versary
of theGoup sarriva inEg and,
Pop Doer sch and Andy Lemmens
had a conversationwth Or. Tayl or
regard ngthepossibility of the
school adnini stering our Schal ar-
shipFRund. Dr. Tayl or favoredthe
i dea and vas of the opinionthat the
school woul d 1 ook favorabletoit
al so—although, hevas retired from

...the (369" Shd arshi p)
Fund has a present val ue
o $19 22 ..

the schodl systemat thistine.
During 1994, theideaof atransfer
nurtured and spread. Andy, know
ingthat | was naki ngannual tripsto
Norw ch, inquiredif during ny next
visit (199%5), wvou dl bewllingto
visit the Gunty Educati on Depart -
nent inaneffort todeternmnei f

t hey woul d adnini ster our Fund at
nocost tous. Avisit wthMNrfadk
Gounty Gounci | Educat i on and

F nanci al Depart nents was recei ved
wthfavor and they agreedto our
proposal of their adnini stering

our Fund.

I nfornation recei ved from
Norfol k Gunty Gficia swas pre-
sented to the 359" Associ ati on
Board as wel | as nenber s present
at the 1995 annual neeting. Ater a
l'ively di scussi on, aconsensus was

reachedtopol | the full nener-
ship. Two hundred twenty (220)
vote cards were nai | ed t o nem
bersfor a“yeaor nay.” Qe
hundred seventy ei ght “yea’ cards
pl us si x “nay” cards were returned
(as an added not e, bot h Tony
Chardel | a and H oyd Mers, co-
founders, favoredtransferring
funds). A the 199 busi ness
neeti ng, nenbers were nmade
avare of theresults of thevoting
and procedure of transferring funds.

During 1996, the Gounty Seni or
Educati on G fi cer was agai n
cotactedtoverifytheoffer to
admni ster aninterest free account
at no cost tothe 359" Associ ati on.
Aso, a thistine veverifiedther
requi renents fromus. Recei vi ng
their confirnati on, aneffort vas
begun to transfer noney fromt he
Schol ar shi p Ghai rnman to t he G oup
Treasurer. Transfer of $13,443.83
was recei ved and i nvested into a
@ A thistine, Shaarship
Chai rnan Brouchard reported t hat
he had not sent a check to Engl and
for the past two years.

The process of puttingto-
gether aset of instructionsastoour
desi res of howt he fund shoul d be
adnni st ered began and a fi nal
draft havi ng been approved by our
Judge Advocat e, Ver non Judki ns,
was nai | ed to Norfol k Gunty
Quncil. 1'n My 1997, the Judge
Advocat e was advi sed a transfer of
the funds was | egal and shoul d go
forvard. President TomMrris

(conti nued next page)



issuedaletter authorizinga
transfer of fundstothe Norfd k
Qunty Gunci | .

Atransfer of $13,919. 00 vas
conpl et ed June 1997. An agr eenent
was si gned Norf ol k Gounty Gounci |
H nancial Gficer Paul F sher and
nysel f, Howard Hggins, as Trea-
surer of the 359" F. G Associ ati on.
A thetineof transfer, a$600.00
check was gi ven for a schal arshi p
t 0 be avar ded i n t he1997/ 98
schod year. Thisresultedina
capital investnent of $13,419.00in
the Norfol k Gunty Trust Fund.

The Fund has a present val ue of
$19, 220. 00 based on t he current
do lar val ue agai nst the British

pound.

The Trust Fund was adnini s-
tered successfullywthtw or three
student s per year duri ng 1997- 2000
and againin2002. Duetoacom
pl et e change of county educati on
per sonnel , no awards were givenin
200l or 2003. It isunfortunatethat
duri ng t hese personnel changes,

i nfornati on regardi ng t he exi st ence
of aShd arship Trust Fund, andits
admni stration, was not passed on

to repl acenent personnel and the

programcane to a hal t.

Ater professiona consultation,
consi der abl e cor r espondence
efats, pusthreatsof hiringa
| awyer, contact has been reest ab-
lished. Ve nowhave assurance
that theprogramw || bereinitiated
and every effort wll benadeto
have a nane/ nanes of schol ar shi p
recipients beforetheyear end. %

Howar d H ggi ns
2408 Dut ch Lane. Terre Haute, IN 47802

Sunrise Serenade

From Tony Chardella

On March 26, 1944, the
“unri se Serenade,” a B 17G
bonber of the 452 Bonb G oup,
buzzed t he 359" base at Wet ham
and dropped a nessage ina bottl e
attached t o a par achut e nade
froma handker chi ef. The nes-
sage read:

“Tothe R47 Boys. .. To you
who fly and keep t hemf | yi ng, the
R 47s. My t hanks
for t he vonder ful
vor k you are doi ng
for us vwho are up
hereinthebig
oes. Youaretoadl
of usanllior
aol | ar si ght when
you hel p us on
every nmssi on.
Agai n ve, the boys
of thsFot *Srrise
Serenade,” vant to
t hank each and
every one of you for
your protectionto
us as ve nake
each nission. Thanks anllion.
Sgned: The crewof the * Qnri se

Hveweeks later, while
ret urni ng froma nissi on on My 1,
t he boner crashed near Brussel s,
Bl g um fronflakfire Hla
Francis Sed eyvwas killedonthis
nissi on and t he sur vi vi ng crew
nenier s wer e t aken as pri soners
of var.

ONT DELAY

$60 - Li fe Menber

0o 7/

Inhisbook, TheQurise
Serenade, AWW || Bonber O ew
Sory, Jerry Renry recounts the
gesture of gratitude dropped from
theair, andpaints apicture of base
l'ifefor ayoung bonier crewof the
8" Ar Force. Quatingthe author,
the “crewdoesn’t stand out as
havi ng experi enced t he war any
dfferentlythanany
ot her bonfer crew
Each nan | eft his
hone and famly to
trai nand conmt
hi s know edge. . . to
hel pw nthe var.”
Qdi nary guys doi ng
extraord nary j obs —
al egacy the 359"
sheres. Forinfor-
nation on Penry’ s
book, contact B ue
Mund Press, P.Q
B« 150, Ml ford,

Nebr aska, 68405; or
ca | 1-402- 761- 36/70.
Q@xst: $5.00.
Tony Chardel | a
511 G esthaven Iri ve
A ttsburgh, PA15239

RS Athe200RunioninA.
Mers (Andy Lenmens, host) one
of the 452 “boys” droppedinto
say “Thank You, " upon di scovering
the 359"vas intow. ¥

SEND DUES TODAY!

Becone a nenber of the
359" H ght er G oup Associ ati on

$15 - Annual Menber

A ease nake check payabl eto: 359%th F. G Association. Ml
toQuarlielevitt, 5796 Rockport Ln, R. Varth, TX76137.



Daddy’s Girl Visits Daddy’s Girl

From Tim Gagnon

Ray Vet nore

TimGgnon, KYAr National Giard, recently caught up wth t he nust ang decoratedinthe col ors of 370th
F ghter Squadron Gapt. Ray Vétnore.  Inthe previous Qiter Grcle he describedits returntothe skies over

aville Illinds. Hre heshares aspecia famly reunion

As sone of you know, Ray Vétnore’ s wartine
nount “DCaddy’ s Grl” was resurrectedinabeautifully
restored 510 Returnedto the skies by Mdvést Aero
Restorations of Canville, I11inos, agreennosed Mistang
vas once agai n freed fromearth' s grasp, joiningthe
w ndswept hal | s of air. Viat you nay not knowi s t hat
two Daddy’ s Grlsnet inAugust ‘O4inHagstaff, Aizona

As soonas | heardthat the airpl ane’ s owner woul d
betakingthe plane honeto Glifornia, | wonderedif
Ray' s fam !y knewabout t he ai rpl ane adorned w th
Ry scd ors.

After sone sear chi ng and hel p fromChar
Bal dridge, | | ocat ed Dona Van Dyke, one of Ray’ s
daughters. Qiteexcitedtogiveher thenews, | called
one eveni ng sayi ng t her e was nowa Mist ang r est or ed
torepresent her father’sarplane! | apa ogi zed for ny
tinmng (she |l ost her husband recent!ly to cancer). Ve
spoke for a nost an hour and | | earned a great deal
about Ry andhislife. | learnedabout his other
children, two other daughters and a son. Donasai d
Ray’ s grandson, B ue Van Dyke, was the spitting i nage
of Ry, afact | voudlater tatallyagreewth.

Sone ti ne passed and | arranged with Al an
Rockey (ai rpl ane owners’ chi ef pil ot acconpani ng t he
planehonetoGlifornia) tostopinHagstaff. The
pl ane had been i n Ghkosh where it won Reserve
G and Ghanpi on, thenwas returned to Danvill e for
nore preparations for thetripto Sacranent o.

| cal | ed Dona and tol d her nore good news:
“Caddy’ s Grl” was commngto H agstaff for avisit! She
was very excited and set i nto noti on what was to be an
absal ut el y anazi ng reuni on of sorts.

Donacal l ed her entirefamly andtol d t hemt he
news. Know ng a great personal interest story when
she sees one, shealsocalledthelocal nedia Mwfe
Donnaand | spedto Ai zona oursel ves. Ater abreath
takingdriveintoHagstaff, wearrivedat Dona s honein
the Ari zona hi gh country.

That af t ernoon we perused her father’ s bel ongi ngs
and dug t hrough boxes t hat reveal ed atreasure trove of
personal things fromRay' s vartine serviceinaddition
tohistineafter thewvar. Qheitemthat brought hone
thetrag c events of his deathwas thewal | et recovered

fromthe weckage. It wvaswappedinaplanwhite
undershirt. It still hadafewdd larsinit asvel | ashis
library card. | begantosift throughthe nound of itens
whi chi ncl uded photos, officia docunents, andletters.
Dona’ s fanl y begantoarrive; theonly famly not there
was Ray' s youngest, his son Larry. Wen B uearrived, |
i medi at el y sawt he resenl ance and it i s uncanny.
A theairport wewverejoinedby famly, friends,
and nedi a. Then cane t he unm st akabl e sound of a
Mrlin It was soonjoinedbythe graceful |ines of
shi ni ng green-nosed P-51 Mistang! Randy Bai | ey (co-
(conti nued next page)

D ane Knuppenbur g




pilot) caneinlow
andfast pest the
crowd whi ch
broke i nt o ap- F
pl ause and '
enot i on that was
heart warning.
Randy t hen put

t he Must ang down
inaperfect
[anding. Ocethe
nassi ve prop

st opped and t he
canopy sl i d back,
D ane Knuppen-
bug Ry sfirst
childandthe ai rpl ane’ s nanesake, approachedthe pilots proud y procl ai ning “I
amDaddy’s Grl!”

Miny questi ons, conplinents, and t hanks were passed al ong t o Al an and
Randy for bringingher in. Aantodnethey dgiveridesandoffered ne aseat. |
saidit wasn't ny day and that a famly nener shoul d go up (yeah, | passed up a
rideinaP5landit hadagreennose! | amgoingtoGliforniathis year to renedy
that). Ray' s daughter O ane and grandson B ue vere t he chosen passenger s.

D ane was beaning as the pl ane clinfbed i nto the setting Ari zona sun for
vihat hadtobeabeautifu flight. Later “Caddy’ sGrl” liftedoff aganwthB ue,

t he grandson of My or Ray Vétnore. The flight was sonet hi ng B ue won't soon
forget as Randy put theairplanethroughits paces. Loops, rolsandafewGs
gave Bueaglinpseintowhat it was | ike wen Ray was up there. | cannot

i nagi ne vhat B ue felt know ng he was inanairpl anethat representedthe
grandf at her he never knewbut idolized. They returned shortly andthe feeling
was quit e apparent as Randy slid t he canopy back and B ue energed snil i ng
fromear toear. Herecountedthe flight wththe excitenent of akidon Qrist-
nas nor ni ng.

The next day | stopped by Dona’ s hone and pi cked up sone of Ray’s
personal bel ongings wththe promse of areturnvisit. M partingwords vere,
“Wten O ane was flyi ng yest erday, Ray was up there wth her, once againwth
hi s bel oved addy’ s Grls.”

“Daddy’ s Grl” was recently featuredin Virbird O gest. Accessthewebsite
waw war bi rddi gest . comfor nore i nfornation. %

Ti mGagnon
5149 Sherry Lane » Fairfiel d, Qhi 045014

UncLe Sam Wants YOU

... tosendinyour vartine photas. Thisis anaopeal
for ALL viho served inthe 359" t o send servi ce
pictures to Ghar, Goup H storian (vwhen sendi ng
gopshostrytoidentifyindvidua stherein). Your
GopHstoywll berefit, the Qter Grelewll
berefit, relaedvebsites wll benefit. Char’s address
isonpage 2 Jficersandenlisted this neans you!

ng 9

Sue
tothe

G ound Q ew

“BArgapla isno dl
f1yi ng and dogfi ghti ng —
Jjust afar pation
Wennot inthear, a
pilot has toface THE
nost formidabl e and
deternmined forcein
t he knovin gal axy —
the Gew@ief.

Apilot does not own
thefigte heflies,
aaypatdit.
The pl ane bel ongs
tothe GewQief
and hi s dedi cat ed
teamof techni ci ans
who cleanit
adreirit
every tine
it cones hore.
Thepil ot nerely
‘borrom’ it far
t he nissi on.

Weetothepilot
who forget s the care
adefot that h's
ground crewput s
intohsbrd”
(Fromt he 510t h Tact i cal
Conbat Wng web site)



New Menber s

G enn & Tri sh Mont ague
4501 Bt Or.

Ral ei gh, NC 27604
919- 231- 8339
(sonof Bert &lnez
Mont ague, 369"

Jill & Don Gansby
22602 S. 214 \Mdy
Queen Geek, AZ 85242
480- 888-9330
(daught er of Bob & Trudy
@i nes, 369"

Mchael S Povel |
wfe, Roxie
7799 Fol sonvi | | e Road
Tennyson, |IN 47637
812-567- 4515
(son of Rex &Ruth
Povel |, 369")

Or. David W Powel | DPM
wfe, Mlanie
10800 Al t hei de Road
M. \Vernon, | N 47620
812- 935- 3269
(son of Rex &Ruth
Povel |, 369")

E Mi |l Address
Lpdat es

d arence Brown
br ownn778@el | sout h. net

Seven M Fancis
sfran@art hl i nk. net

Ml |y Barnett Franci s
nol | ybee32@ol . com

Ti mGagnon
fi ght er gr oup@sn. com

Dck &Sherry Irwn
randsi rw n@eri zon. net

Rare Aviation

from Tim Gagnon

Inthe deeprecesses of the attic,
behi nd t he Qi st nas decorat i ons,
t ucked away i n aworn foot | ocker or
randombox, nay resi de anot her
portionof thehistory of the 359"
Fghter Goup. For years you have
kept letters fromhone, officia
docunent s, photos, journal's, and for
thelucky few arol |l of guncanera
film WI, itistiretogabaflash
ligt, clinbtheladder lead ngtothis
dusty vaul t, and retrieve t he nenent os
of your wartine service. Hnda
confiortabl e spat inthelivingroom
and sort through everything. Hope-
fulyyouwl! findsone gunnery or
contat film

Sone of you net S eve Rhode at
the 2004 Reunionin D C  Hewas
hesitant to attend w thout Donna and
ne, but | assured hi mt hat
he woul d not findafiner
group of peopl e, and t hat
t he G oup woul d wel -
cone him

Seweisafilm
achvist, ahstaiand a
dfferent sot. HsRre
Aviationenterpriseis nuch
nore than anonline store
for aviationenthusi asts.
Theprinaryroeof RreAiationisto
archive, preserve, and nake avai l abl e
uniqueaviationrelatednaterias. H
has accunul at ed a substanti al col | ec-
tionof VérldVver 11 guncanerafilm
restored, andtransferredtoDD He
has per f or ned what can only be
descri bed as nmiracl es on fi | monce
thought | ost —al engt hy and expensi ve
process. Mny WW I pilots have
sent Sevetheir filmincludingour very
own Bob Quggenos, whose fil mwas
i n rough shape but i s nowbei ng
neticul ously restored. Wilen Seveis
finshedwththefilm theorigina cans
wll bereturnedto Bobwth acopy of
hi s fil mon DO

To recover sone restoration and
productioncosts, Sevesdlsthe
restoredfil mcopiestoaviation
ethusiasts, historians, te evision, ad

anyone who has the desiretobein
the“plot’sseat” dwringtheair bettles
of WW 1.

So vhat can you do t o hel p save
our B9 filmhistory? If Gar
Bal dridge, Goup Hstorian, does not
al ready have control of your filmand
you have fil ns i nyour possessi on,
sendtoher (addressonpg. 2) or to
Seve (address bel ow). |f you send
drectlytohim pleasebesureto
reguest that he not only provide
you w th your DvDof the fini shed
product, but that headdit toaMster
DDfor the 359" E G tobesent to
Ghar, for our omnfilm
history archi ves.

Sevesoferissinple lendhim
your film hew!!| professionaly clean
adcareforit, fixany spicesthat
need repai r, andtransfer
your fil mto DDfree of
charge! Hewll returnthe
fil mand DDt o you when
conpl eted. After Seve
caesfor thefilmit wll be
storedinitscanwth
nol ecul ar si eves that sl ow
the degenerationof thefilm
The resul ti ng DD can be
easi | y wat ched and shar ed
wthfamlyandfriends. Wat Seve
getsinreturnisthat he keeps a copy
o thefilmfor hiswork. It seenslike
aprettyfair ded! And, of course the
359" benefits fromsuch neti cul ous
treatnent of itsrecords.

To | earn nore about Rare
Aviation, accessthewebsite at
VWA rar eavi ation. com | f you know
of othersinterested, pl ease passthe
i nfornati on al ong.

Preservationvork i s al ways
appreciated. PFreservationwth
ineyityisindudde +%

Rare Av ATI ON

310 Vit ki ns Pond B vd.
Fockvi | | e, MD20850
tel : 1-888-538- 6447




UNICORN TALES

FromA Swren:

n returning fromone of the early Goup ms-
si ons on whi ch Pop Doer sch had been appoi nt ed Gl .
Tacon' s w ngnan, @l Taconreportedthat after
taki ng repeat ed vi ol ent evasi ve reacti ons to eneny
firehefound Popright onhiswngeverytine and
that he want ed Pop as hi s pernanent w ngnan. Ql .
Tacon' s ai r code nane was “Vel I paint.” Pop' s fellow
pil ots assi gned Pop t he nane “H oorpai nt. ”

AsofromA:

Ater theliberationof France, pilats oftentouched
dona QlyArpot, near Paris, purported ytorefud,
but usual |y for aquickvisit toParis. Ropreportedto
us one eveni ng that he had st opped and bought a
bottle of nen's col ogne. Afeweveningslater, aswe
sat around the tabl e i nour roomat Wet hamHal |,
RpflickedhisZppoligter toignitehisafter-d nner
cigar. Theflanewas about ei ght i nches of wavering
lavender wthaflonery arona. Pop statedthat he did
not liketheco ognesoheaddedit tohislighter fluid

FomLeon Levitt:

Rex Povel |, aSaff Sergeant inthe 369", had one
of thenost inportant jobsinall the 359" Hewas a
QQ(Charge of Quarters) at WethamHal |, andit was
hisjobtorouse sl eepy head pil ot s and see that they
got onthebustothebriefingroom hopefully, early
enoughtoget ahiteof breakfast beforeleaving. H
says that he usedto bang onthe doors, then“run
likeHd ™!

A so fromLeon:

Mbst of the pil ots were anakened very early by
t he sound of t he bonfers gettinginfornati on over
East Anglia. It wouldtake hours for themtoget in
line, andtheir sound overhead vas the signal tothe
pilotsthat wewoul dbeflyinganissionthat day. Ve
voul d get up, eat breskfast, gotobriefing takeoff,
get informati on, and rendezvous w t h t he bonfer s
bef ore they got across the Channel .

The Qter drcl e vants your vignettes/stories —

anecdot es of friendshi ps shared, pranks, inspirations,

i ght heart ed nonent s. By oy t hese exanpl es and keep a
not ebook handy. Menories can trigger nore nenori es.

- "

@l A Tacon

Geor ge “Pop” Doer sch

Leon Levitt

po. 11

Addr ess Changes

BEarl D Adkins
25 W Lincol n Avenue #18
Vodl and, CA 95695

Athur Ritzsche, Jr.
1891 August a B vd.
Fairfield, QH 45014

Vel ter H Het herw ck,
The Qaks Care Cent er
50 A necrest i ve
Areville LA 71360

\Mr ner Jenni ngs
7777 E 23rd Ave. #402
Denver, GO 80238
ph: 303- 393- 1663

Earl L Kanyok
13805 S oneridge Ori ve
Hudson, A 34669

R phJ. Testa
355N Park Drive #111
Fochester, Ny 14609

Taps

(Potas not avail abl e)

GarlesA I
369N - 10/ 07/ 04

Jomn T. Roljak
Hs - 217/ 04

Janet Mrton
wfeof Garles
368N - 10/24/ 04



Lighten the Load REFLECTIONS .

On turning 70: “You still chase women, but only downbhill.” from S

On turning 80: “That's the time of your life when even your M -""“-?
birthday suit needs pressing.”

On turning 90: “You know you're getting old when the candles
cost more than the cake.”

On turning 100: “l don't feel old. In fact | don'’t feel anything until noon. Then it's time for my nap.”

On sailors: “They spend the first six days of each week sowing their wild oats, then they go to

church on Sunday and pray for crop failure.”

On golf: “Golf is my profession. Show business is just to pay the green fees.”

On presidents: “I have performed for 12 presidents and entertained only six.”

On choosing show-biz for a career: “When | was born, the doctor said to my mother,
‘Congratulations. You have an eight-pound ham.”

On his family’s early poverty: “Four of us slept in the one bed. When it got cold, mom threw
on another brother.”

On going to heaven: “Oh yes, I've done benefits for ALL religions. I'd hate to blow the hereafter
on a technicality.”

=

H—

359" Fighter Group Association
THE OUTER CIRCLE

Gigi Doersch Paddock
7567 Vincent Drive
Toano, Virginia 23168

Address Correction Requested

Next issue:
APRIL ‘05 /




